
                  Minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting Held August 23, 2022 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Mt. Morris met in Regular Session in the Board Room  
in Village Hall in said Village at 7:00 PM on Tuesday August 23, 2022. 
 
The Village President called the meeting to order and directed the Clerk to call the roll.  Upon roll being 
called, the following answered present:  Higley, Kolling, Rojas, and Stauffer.   Trustee Rojas moved 
Trustee Stauffer seconded the motion to excuse Trustee Pennington. Upon roll being called all Trustees 
present voted “Aye.”  President declared said motion carried. 
  
Attorney Lesage along with Maverick Good, and Village Engineer Corey Buck were present. Press was 
absent.   
 
VISITORS:  Dave & Mary Jane Warkins, Sylvia Saunders, Jeff Bold, Ryan Fletcher, Denise Cheek, Rob 
Hough, Chief Cicchetti. 
 
MINUTES:  Trustee Hopkins moved, and Trustee Stauffer seconded the motion to accept the August 9, 
2022, minutes as presented.  Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted “Aye.” Trustee Rojas 
abstained. President declared said motion carried.  
 
EXECUTIVE MINUTES:   
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:    
 
CURRENT BILLS:  Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Stauffer seconded the motion to accept the current 
bills as presented.  Upon roll being called, all Trustees present voted “Aye.”  President declared said 
motion carried.   
  
PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS:   Jeff Bold came before the Board to update on the Strawfest 
event, there are 4 new straw sculptures on the campus.  Voting for the sculpture will be open until 4pm on 
Saturday, August 27, 2022, with the winner being announced at 6pm.  Hydrant painting for the “Art on 
Fire” contest is wrapping up with announcement of winner on August 27th.  
Coyote 102.3 will be broadcasting live from the Strawfest event on Saturday August 27, 2022. 
Sylvia Saunders inquired about the grant for the streetscape. President Labash responded that the Village 
was not awarded the grant.   
 
ADMINISTRATION:  Fire Chief Rob Hough came before the Board to request ARPA funds for the fire 
department. Due to Covid the fire department incurred additional costs to clean, supply, and maintain 
equipment and supplies.  The fire department had to replace a cardiac monitor in the amount of $35,000 but 
received a limited amount of funds to recoup costs.  
Trustee Stauffer moved, and Trustee Kolling seconded the motion to approve the grant of $35,000 of 
ARPA funds to the Mt. Morris Fire Protection district. Upon roll being called, all Trustees present voted 
“Aye.”  President declared said motion carried. 
President Labash thanked Trustee Stauffer for the celebration at the bandshell as it was a great turn out 
from the community.  President Labash also commended all the Board members for participation in the 
event.  
 
 
STREET DEPT:  Trustee Higley moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to close Wesley from 
Main – Center from 10a-1p for the Jamie Cox Motorcycle Rally and Bale Races as well as Wesley from 
Front – Center from 11a-4p for Strawfest. 
Bid opening for the Sunset Lane Project was Thursday, bids came in higher than expected and could be due 
to the increased cost of oil. Engineer Corey Buck explained that waiting until next Spring to redo Sunset 
Lane could result in a cost savings if the price of oil returned to normal. Corey also explained that doing 
two sections of the road at the same time could result in some cost savings as well.  Trustee Kolling stated 
with so many variables he wouldn’t be opposed to following through with the commitment to residents for 



the Reconstruction as planned this year. Trustee Higley moved, and Trustee Kolling seconded the motion to 
award Sunset Lane Reconstruction Project to O’Brien Civil Works in the amount of $195,433.90. Corey 
Buck will have contracts for approval at the next meeting. 
Ryan Fletcher reported that the street department is still working on replacing various sidewalks throughout 
the Village. Eventually he would like to have a program to help offset the cost to residents for replacing the 
sidewalk over private driveways.  
 
WATER/SEWER: No Report.   
 
FINANCE:  Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Stauffer seconded the motion to use ARPA funds to 
purchase and AED (Automated External Defibrillator) for the Mt. Morris Senior Center in the amount of 
$1,799.00. Upon roll being called, all Trustees present voted “Aye.”  President declared said motion carried 
 
PARK & RECREATION: Trustee Hopkins reported that the parking blocks for Dillehay should be 
delivered within the next few weeks. Zickhur park playground equipment is all painted, there is a bench left 
to install. There are talks for a dog park for next year. The shelter at Zickhur is all painted except for the 
posts.  
 
POLICE DEPT:   Chief Cicchetti is waiting to hear back about the cost of surveillance cameras for the 
parks.  
 
ORDINANCE:  No Report 
 
PUBLIC PROPERTY:  Trustee Stauffer reported Micah is finished and off to school.  Micah did a 
wonderful job and was a self-starter. The only task left is to paint the legs on the shelter.  
 
CIVIL DEFENSE:  No Report.  
        
OLD BUSINESS:   No Report. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   Trustee Stauffer suggests to seriously look into upgrading the water mains in town as 
the roads are being replaced throughout the Village. Chief Hough states it’s in the original comprehensive 
plan.  
 
There being no further business to come before this Board.  Trustee Stauffer moved and Trustee Rojas 
seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 PM.  Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted 
“Aye.”  President declared said motion carried. 
 
The next regular Village Board Meeting will be held on September 13, 2022, at 7:00 PM in the Village 
Board Room. 
 
______________________                                        __________________________ 
Brooke Knight, Deputy Village Clerk             Phil Labash, Village President 


