
                      Minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting Held September 9, 2025 

 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Mt. Morris met in Regular Session at 7:00 PM on September 9, 

2025. The Village President called the meeting to order and directed the Clerk to call the roll. Upon roll 

being called Trustees Rojas, Kolling, Higley, McConnell, Fay and Hopkins voted “Aye.” President 

declared said motion carried. 

 

Village Treasurer Present. Press Absent. Village Attorney Absent. 

 

VISITORS: Dave & Mary Jane Warkins, Sylvia Saunders, Richard Weaver, Chris Corcoran, Officer 

Rogers, Chief Cicchetti, Ken Bosh, Debbie Erickson, Rob Urish, Jeff Bold, Ryan Fletcher. 

  

MINUTES:  Trustee McConnell moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to accept the August 26, 

2025, minutes as presented. Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted “Aye.” President declared 

said motion carried.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Trustee Kolling moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to approve 

the Treasurer’s report as presented. Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted “Aye.” President 

declared said motion carried.   

 

CURRENT BILLS:  Trustee Fay moved, and Trustee McConnell seconded the motion to accept the 

current bills as presented. Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted “Aye.” President declared said 

motion carried. 

 

PETITION & COMMUNICATION: Chris Corcoran addressed the Board requesting an update on the 

Sunset project timeline and noted that gravel is spread across the roadway. Trustees McConnell and Higley 

responded that Fehr Graham will post the bidding process on September 11, 2025. Mr. Corcoran also raised 

concerns regarding the 'No Parking' signs at the intersection near his residence. Trustee Higley cited State 

Statute 625 ILCS 5/11-1303, which prohibits stopping, standing, or parking in specified places. 

 

Richard Weaver addressed the Board with concerns regarding salaries and potential wasteful spending, 

referencing a copy of the Appropriation. Treasurer Sasscer explained that the Appropriation represents the 

Board’s legal spending authority and noted that Board policy is to double the budgeted amount within the 

Appropriation Ordinance. She further clarified that the Village Budget is separate from the Appropriation. 

President Labash added that recent audits were passed with no concerns or remarks from the audit firm and 

emphasized that the Village maintains a balanced budget without wasteful spending. A brief discussion 

followed regarding the Levy and Property Taxes. 

 

ADMINISTRATION: No Report. 

 

STREET DEPT: Trustee Higley reports that the street department continues progress at Zickuhr Park. 

Superintendent Fletcher reports that there was an excess amount of dirt from redoing the basketball court 

and to save the Village money, they have hauled roughly 60 loads down Sunset and are storing it for future 

use down by the treatment plant. 

 

WATER/SEWER: Trustee McConnell reminded the Board and Public that the Village of Mt. Morris 

received a grant in the amount of 2.5 million dollars for the replacement of Lead Lines throughout town, 

we are currently waiting for that funding to be released. 

 

Village President Labash called the meeting to order following comments from Richard Weaver regarding 

the grant. President Labash reminded the public that the designated time for public comment had concluded 

and encouraged attendance at the next meeting, where comments may be heard during 'Petitions and 

Communications.' 

 

POLICE DEPT: Trustee Kolling moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded, to approve the FOP contract as 

presented. During discussion, Chief Cicchetti noted that the contract included adjustments to the police 



department pay scale and the addition of seniority shift bidding. Village President Labash also addressed 

the Vacation Accrual Policy in accordance with state law. Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted 

“Aye.” President declared said motion carried. 

 

FINANCE: Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Kolling seconded the motion to approve Ordinance 25-09 

regarding the Grocery Sales Tax. Trustee Rojas reminded everyone that this is not a new tax. Upon roll 

being called all Trustees present voted “Aye.” President declared said motion carried. 

 

PARK & RECREATION: Trustee Hopkins updated the Board that the play equipment and shelter at 

Zickuhr is installed, they’re just waiting on the blacktop for the walking path.  

 

ORDINANCE:  No Report.  

 

PUBLIC PROPERTY:  Trustee Fay updated the Board regarding the large tree on the north side of the 

campus. There have been multiple professional opinions regarding removal of this tree. The plan is to have 

the tree taken down this fall and to replant a few other trees. 

        

OLD BUSINESS:    

 

NEW BUSINESS:    

 

There being no further business to come before this Board. Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Fay 

seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 PM.  Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted 

“Aye.”  President declared said motion carried. 

 

 

 

The next regular Village Board Meeting will be held on September 23, 2025, at 7:00 PM in the Village 

Board Room.   

 

______________________                                                         __________________________ 

Brooke Duffy, Village Clerk                   Phil Labash, Village President 


