
Minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting Held April 14, 2026 

The Village of Mt. Morris Board of Trustees met in Regular Session at 7:00 PM on April 14, 2026. The 

Village President called the meeting to order and directed the Clerk to call the roll. Upon the roll being called, 

Trustees Kolling, Higley, Fay, Hopkins, and McConnell voted “Aye.” The president declared said motion 

carried. 

Trustee McConnell moved, and Trustee Fay seconded the motion to excuse Trustee Rojas. Upon the roll 

being called, all Trustees present voted “Aye”. The president declared said motion carried. 

 

Village Treasurer Present. Press Absent. Village Attorney Absent. 

VISITORS: Sergeant Sutter, Kristen Diehl, Ranae Taylor, Brian Nott, Jeff Seivert, Louise Ils, Brenda 

Higley, Ryan Fletcher, Paula Diehl, John Finfrock, Rob Urish, Jeremy Nesemeier, Matt Duffy, Brooklyn 

Duffy, Vivian Broach, Lucette Callaway. 

 

MINUTES: Trustee Fay moved, and Trustee McConnell seconded the motion to accept the April 24, 2026, 

Minutes as presented. Upon the roll being called, all Trustees present voted “Aye”. The president declared 

said motion carried. 

EXECUTIVE MINUTES: 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Trustee Kolling moved, and Trustee Hopkins seconded the motion to accept 

the Treasurers Report as presented. Upon the roll being called, all Trustees present voted “Aye”. The 

president declared said motion carried. 

CURRENT BILLS: Trustee McConnell moved, and Trustee Kolling seconded the motion to accept the 

current bills as presented. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” The President declared 

said motion carried. 

Trustee Rojas arrived for the meeting 

PETITION & COMMUNICATION:  

 

ADMINISTRATION: Village President Labash formally recognized Clerk Duffy for earning the Registered 

Municipal Clerk (RMC) designation. The President acknowledged that this professional achievement reflects 

Clerk Duffy’s dedication to continued education, professional growth, and excellence in municipal service. 

The Village Board congratulated her on this significant accomplishment and expressed appreciation for her 

ongoing commitment to the Village of Mt. Morris. 

 

STREET DEPT: Trustee Higley moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to approve the road 

closures for the first annual StrawFest day 5K on August 22nd. The race will start at 8 am and conclude around 

10am. Wesley Ave will be closed from Center Street to Main Street at the beginning and end of the race. 

Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” The President declared said motion carried. 

Village President Labash discussed the work Brian Nott from Fehr Graham has been completing for the 

Village in relation to the Motor Fuel Funds (MFT) and the designated uses. He noted that future projects will 

be structured differently in order to appropriately utilize the available MFT funding. 

Trustee Higley moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to approve resolution 2021 21-00000-00 for 

MFT Funding. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” The President declared said 

motion carried. 

Trustee Higley moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to approve resolution 2022 22-00000-00 for 

MFT Funding. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” The President declared said 

motion carried. 

 



Trustee Higley moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to approve resolution 2023 23-00000-00 for 

MFT Funding. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” The President declared said 

motion carried. 

Trustee Higley moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to approve resolution 2024 24-00000-00 for 

MFT Funding. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” The President declared said 

motion carried. 

Trustee Higley Trustee Higley also reports that the Street Sweeper went in for repair, parts they thought might 

need replaced were not an issue, so the cost will be much less than quoted.  

WATER/SEWER: Trustee McConnell moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to accept the      

Engineers letter of recommendation from Feh Graham to ward the bid for the Lead Service Line Replacement 

project to DPI Construction in the amount of $12,471.86. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present 

voted “Aye.” The President declared said motion carried. 

Trustee McConnell moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to approve resolution 26-01R authorizing 

an interfund loan from Sewer Plant Reserve Fund (45) to the Water Fund (30) in the amount of $95,000. 

Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” The President declared said motion carried.  

POLICE DEPT: No Report. 

PARK & RECREATION: Trustee Hopkins reported that the Avalanche Girls Softball Team will begin 

park clean-up efforts as their season gets underway. He also noted that there is interest from a travel soccer 

team in holding practices at Dillehay’s east field. The Village will provide nets, and the team will be 

responsible for striping the field using Village equipment. 

FINANCE: Trustee Rojas reminded board members to look at the Budget Draft in their files and review it 

before approval. 

Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Kolling seconded the motion to enter Executive Session at the end of 

Regular Session for the purpose of discussing Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” 

The President declared said motion carried. 

Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Hopkins seconded the motion to approve the redevelopment agreement 

granting $5,000.00 to Main Event Barber. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” The 

President declared said motion carried. 

Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Hopkins seconded the motion to approve the release of mortgage by 

Jeremy Nesemeier on behalf of County Line Design Properties. Jeremy briefly discussed the intention is to 

sell the property with the barn on that property to the neighbor. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present 

voted “Aye.” The President declared said motion carried. 

 

PARKS: Trustee Hopkins reported that mowing in the parks has started.  

ORDINANCE: No Report. 

PUBLIC PROPERTY: Trustee Fay reported that a few weeks ago there was some youths that damaged a 

door on the back of the Bandshell. He met with Ted Gesin to get a quote for repair and mentioned that the 

cost to repair the damage would be sent to the Police Department for their report and restitution. Trustee Fay 

plans to upgrade the door to open outward at the Villages expense. 

 

CLOSE REGULAR SESSION: Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Hopkins seconded the motion to close 

the regular session at 7:34 PM. Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted “Aye.” President declared 

said motion carried. 

 

 

 



RECONVENE REGULAR SESSION: Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to 

reconvene the regular session at 7:41 PM. Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted “Aye.” President 

declared said motion carried. 

ACTION FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION: Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Hopkins seconded the 

motion to approve the wage FY2027 increase as presented. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present 

voted “Aye.” The President declared said motion carried. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There being no further business to come before this Board. Trustee Kolling moved, and Trustee McConnell 

seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 PM. Upon roll being called all Trustees present voted 

“Aye.” President declared said motion carried. 

 

The next regular Village Board Meeting will be held on April 28, 2026, at 7:00 PM in the Village Board 

Room. 

Brooke Duffy, Village Clerk         Phil Labash, Village President 


