
Minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting Held July 28, 2026 

The Village of Mt. Morris Board of Trustees met in Regular Session at 7:00 PM on July 28, 2026. The 

Village President called the meeting to order and directed the Clerk to call the roll. Upon the roll being 

called, Trustees Kolling, Higley, Fay, Hopkins, Rojas and McConnell voted “Aye.” The president declared 

said motion carried. 

 

Village Treasurer Absent. Press Absent. Village Attorney Absent. 

VISITORS: Brenda Higley, Ashley Sarver, Ryan Fletcher, Paula Diehl, Mary Jane Warkins, Sylvia 

Saunders, Rob Urish, John Finfrock, Mary Hoban, Mark Lawler, Jeff Bold, Wendy Lambrigtsen, Mike 

Mudge, Chief Cicchetti. 

 

MINUTES: Trustee Fay moved, and Trustee Kolling seconded the motion to accept the July 14, 2026, 

Minutes as presented. Upon the roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye”. The president 

declared said motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: No Report 

CURRENT BILLS: Trustee McConnell moved, and Trustee Fay seconded the motion to accept the 

current bills as presented. Upon roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye.” The President 

declared said motion carried. 

PETITION & COMMUNICATION:  

 
ADMINISTRATION: No Report 

 

STREET DEPT: Trustee Higley reports the summer work continues, replacing sidewalks, watering trees 

and flowers. Village President Labash updated that he continues to work with Fehr Graham on the 

downtown beautification project.  

 

WATER/SEWER: Trustee McConnell moved, and Trustee Rojas seconded the motion to approve the 

quote from Electric Pump for the replacement of the return pump not to exceed $17,000.00. Upon the roll 

being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye”. The president declared said motion carried. 

POLICE DEPT: Trustee Kolling reports that the June stats are in the packet for review with nothing 

significant to mention. Trustee Kolling also reminds the Board and public of the upcoming National Night 

Out event on Tuesday, August 4th from 5PM-8PM on the Campus Square.  

FINANCE: Mike Mudge from Rock River Energy spoke about the Electrical Aggregation Program. 

Currently the Village of Mt. Morris is with MC2 at a rate of 8.99 until December 2026. 

Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee McConnell seconded the motion to approve the rate of 9.99 from MC2 

for two years. Upon the roll being called, all the Trustees present voted “Aye”. The president declared said 

motion carried. 

Wendy Lambrigtsen from the Coliseum Board presented to the Board the direction that the Coliseum Board 

wishes to pursue such as additional sporting activities, classes or lessons, and event and gathering space, 

along with hosting class reunions, art gallery shows, and small bands or concerts. Wendy explained that in 

order to open up the services available at the Coliseum, there would need to be a feasibility study to assess 

the capacity and structure of the facility to accommodate additional. Ashley Sarver from Studio GWA 

spoke about scope of service and the work of exploring three options for the potential spaces and future 

uses.  

 

Trustee Rojas moved, and Trustee Kolling seconded the motion to approve the proposal from Studio GWA 

for Conceptual Development not to exceed $15,000. Upon the roll being called, all the Trustees present 

voted “Aye”. The president declared said motion carried. 

 



PARK & RECREATION: Trustee Hopkins reports that the Pollinator Garden is in at Zickuhr Park and 

the grant can now be closed out. Trustee Hopkins also reminded the Board and public about the Zickuhr 

Park party scheduled for Saturday, August 1st from noon – 4PM. Village President Labash spoke with 

Economic Development Director Paula Diehl and decided there would be a ribbon cutting for the park at 

the event at 1PM.  

 

ORDINANCE: Trustee Fay moved, and Trustee McConnell seconded the motion to approve the variance 

for 10 W Lincoln St regarding the 6-foot setback over the 8-foot set back. Jeff Bold discussed that the 

variance would be necessary due to existing pathways in the yard and that it’s not out of the ordinary to 

have 6-foot setbacks in outlying communities. Upon the roll being called, all the Trustees present voted 

“Aye”. The president declared said motion carried. 

PUBLIC PROPERTY:  No Report 

NEW BUSINESS:  

OLD BUSINESS:  

The next regular Village Board Meeting will be held on August 11, 2026, at 7:00 PM in the Village Board 

Room. 

Brooke Duffy, Village Clerk         Phil Labash, Village President 


